
For the best experience, open this PDF portfolio in
Acrobat 9 or Adobe Reader 9, or later.

Get Adobe Reader Now!

http://www.adobe.com/go/reader




News Sports Entertainment Radio TV My Region


Prince George 14°c Cloudy; Tomorrow 13°c Chance of showers 


NEWS »


World


Canada


Politics


Health


Arts & Entertainment


Technology & Science


Business


Sports


Weather


Your Community


SERVICES »


Membership Sign-up


Breaking News Alerts


E-mail Newsletters


Video


Podcasts


Mobile/PDA


RSS Feeds


Free Headlines


UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, at podium, addresses the 58th General Assembly at the
United Nations headquarters Tuesday, Sept. 23, 2003. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)


I NDE P T H:  T HE  U NI T E D  NA T I O NS


History of UN interventions
CBC News Online | Updated March 24, 2005


As of March 31, 2004, 1,890 members of UN peacekeeping operations
have died while on duty. The UN has more than 50,000 people posted
abroad as part of its missions either as military observers, civilian police
or troops.


June 1948 to Present: The Security Council calls for a halt in the
Arab-Israeli war and establishes the first UN peacekeeping operation: the
UN Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO). Military observers remain in
the region to monitor ceasefires, armistice agreements and to assist in
peacekeeping operations.


January 1949 to Present: The
Security Council sends military
observers to supervise ceasefire
line agreements between Indian
and Pakistan over the states of
Jammu and Kashmir. The UN
Military Observer Group in India
and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) remains
to prevent the situation from
escalating and to monitor
peacekeeping operations.


November 1956 to June 1957: Israel, France and the United Kingdom
intervene when Egypt nationalizes the Suez Canal. An emergency
meeting of the General Assembly creates the first UN armed
peacekeeping force: UNEF I. The force supervises the withdrawal of
invading forces and serves as a buffer between Israel and Egypt. In
1957, Egypt compels UNEF I to leave the area.
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The forerunner of the
United Nations was
the League of
Nations, an
organization created
during the First World
War. The league was
established under the
Treaty of Versailles to
promote international
co-operation and
peace and security.
The league stopped
operating after failing
to prevent the
Second World War.
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June to December 1958: The Security Council sets up the UN
Observation Group in Lebanon (UNOGIL) after a violent conflict erupts
between Lebanon and Syria. UNOGIL ensures arms and militia aren't
crossing Lebanese borders. After tensions ease, UNOGIL withdraws.


July 1960 to June 1964: The newly independent Congo faces an army
insurrection and civil disorder. The government asks for UN help. ONUC
(The UN Operation in the Congo) struggles to maintain Congo's political
independence while ridding the country of foreign militia. At one time,
UN troops number more than 19,000.


October 1962 to April 1963: The UN sends two groups — the UN
Security Force (UNSF) and the UN Temporary Executive Authority
(UNTEA) – to assume responsibility over West Irian, which is in dispute
between Indonesia and the Netherlands. Eventually, the Dutch allow
Indonesia full administrative control. It becomes an Indonesian province
in 1969.


July 1963 to September 1964: Egypt and Saudi Arabia make
incursions into Yemen as a civil war threatens to de-stabilize the region.
The UN brokers a disengagement agreement and sends a UN Yemen
Observation Mission (UNYOM) to oversee the area.


1964 to Present: The UN Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) is set
up to maintain a buffer zone between the island's Greek and Turkish
residents.


October 1973 to July 1979: The UN sets up a second UN Emergency
Force (UNEF II) after Syria and Egypt attack Israeli positions. UNEF II
stabilizes the areas around the Suez Canal and Sinai.


June 1974 to Present: The Security Council establishes a UN
Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF) in the Golan Heights after the
1973 war between Syrian and Israeli forces. UNDOF maintains the
ceasefire agreement.


March 1978 to Present: Israel invades southern Lebanon after the
Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) launches attacks from the
region. The Security Council creates UNIFIL (UN Interim Force in
Lebanon) to manage Israel's withdrawal and to re-establish the Lebanese
government's control over the area.


May 1988 to March 1990: The UN calls for the withdrawal of the Soviet
military in Afghanistan (having invaded in 1979). A 1988 Geneva Accord
commits Afghanistan and Pakistan to mutual non-interference and for the
return of refugees. The organization sets up the UN Good Offices Mission
in Afghanistan and Pakistan (UNGOMAP) to monitor implementation.


August 1988 to February 1991: Iran and Iraq agree to a ceasefire
after eight years of war. The UN Iran-Iraq Military Observer Group
(UNIIMOG) is created to monitor the situation. After both sides sign an
agreement and retreat to their pre-war borders, UNIIMOG completes its
mission.


January 1989 to June 1991: UN Angola Verification Mission I (UNIVEM
I) is created to monitor the withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola.


April 1991 to October 2003: The UN Iraq-Kuwait Observer Mission
(UNIKOM) was established after the withdrawal of Iraqi forces from
Kuwait. Its role was to monitor the Iraq-Kuwait border.


June 1991 to February 1995: UN deploys a combination force of
military and civilian police to carry out agreements after 16 years of civil
war in Angola. UNIVEM II helps broker peace between the government
and rebels.


July 1991 to April 1995: The UN Observer Mission in El Salvador
(ONUSAL) helps broker agreements to end a decade-long civil war. It
oversees elections in 1993.


April 1991 to Present: In 1988, the Moroccan government agrees to a
referendum allowing the people of the Western Sahara to decide the
territory's political future. The UN Mission for the Referendum in Western
Sahara (MINURSO) organizes a ceasefire with the territory's rebels and
prepares for a referendum. Differences over key elements in the vote
delay the referendum. MINURSO remains to maintain the ceasefire.
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August 1993 to Present: The UN Observer Mission in Georgia
(UNOMIG) is created to maintain a ceasefire between the government of
Georgia and Abkhaz authorities in the country.


June 1999 to Present: The UN Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) is set up to
perform civilian administrative duties, facilitate the return of refugees
and to maintain law and order.


October 1999 to present: The UN Observer Mission in Sierra Leone
(UNOMSIL) provides security at government buildings and assists local
law enforcement.


November 1999 to present: The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic
of Congo (MONUC) monitors the ceasefire and investigates violations.
Scheduled to end March 31, 2005.


July 2000 to Present: The Security Council sets up UNMEE (the UN
Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea) to keep the peace after a two-year border
conflict.


May 2002 to Present: The UN Mission in Support of East Timor
(UNMISET) is created after the country becomes independent on May 20.
UNMISET is to provide assistance for two years.


September 2003 to Present: The UN Mission in Liberia (UNIMIL) is
created to keep the peace between the warring factions in the country,
support human rights and to train the police and military.


April 2004: The Security Council sets up the UN Operation in the Ivory
Coast (UNOCI) to stabilize the country.
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Gov. Gen. Adrienne Clarkson
hands out Canadian
peacekeeping service medals


IN DEPTH


Canada's Military


Last Updated October 30, 2003


Owen Wood | CBC News


The 89 Canadian peacekeeping service awards handed out by the Governor General
in September are only the first of many such awards that will honour Canadians who
have taken part in the quest for world peace.


Over the years, more than 125,000 Canadian military personnel have served on
peacekeeping missions for the United Nations – more than any other country.


Though the term “peacekeeping” didn’t become widely used until 1956, the UN
began deploying peacekeepers almost 10 years earlier. And Canadians have been a
part of it since the beginning.


In the 1947 United Nations General Assembly, the UN endorsed a plan that would
separate Palestine, creating the state of Israel and leaving the rest for the
Palestinian Arabs. The plan was not accepted by the Palestinian Arabs and Arab
states, and hostilities broke out in May 1948.


That same month, the UN sent out its first observers to help calm the situation. Under the name the United
Nations Truce Supervision Organization, UNTSO, their goal was simply to act as an international watchdog,
supervising the truce between the two groups.


UNTSO has become the longest-running UN peacekeeping mission. However, its goals have changed over the
years. After supervising the General Armistice Agreements of 1949, UNTSO activities spread over territory held
by Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon and Syrian Arab Republic. In 1967, following the Arab-Israeli war, the
organization watched over the ceasefire in the Suez Canal area and the Golan Heights . Now, UNTSO works
along with other UN forces to keep peace in the Middle East.


In 1956, Lester B. Pearson, probably the most important figure in Canadian peacekeeping history, had an idea
about how to solve another international conflict in the Middle East.


France, Israel and the United Kingdom had been trying to stop Egypt from taking control of the Suez Canal.
Pearson, Canada’s secretary of state for external affairs, proposed an international force under the UN flag be
deployed to ease the conflict.


The first UN peacekeeping force, UNEF 1, supervised the withdrawal of armed forces from Egyptian territory
and served as a buffer between Egypt and Israel after the withdrawal. Led by Canadian General E. L. M. Burns,
who commanded UNTSO, the mission lasted until May 1967 when Egypt managed to compel the UN forces to
leave. But in 1973, they returned to the Suez Canal under a second UNEF mission, which lasted for six years.


Pearson’s vision won him the Nobel Peace Prize in 1957.


In 1988, the Peace Prize went to the United Nations for 40 years of promoting peace. But the best was yet to
come.


With the end of the Cold War, the world saw a new era of international cooperation that, among other things,
made way for an explosion of UN peace missions. Of the 53 peacekeeping missions coordinated by the UN since
its inception, 35 began after 1990. Fourteen, including UNTSO, are still ongoing.


In total, more than 750,000 military troops and police – more than 125,000 of whom are Canadian – and
thousands of civilians from around the world have served as peacekeepers.


Considering the volatile conditions peacekeepers are thrown into, only 1,450 have been killed while performing
their duties. This includes 107 Canadians.


Canada continues to play an important role in the effort to achieve world peace.


In 1994, the Canadian government established the Lester B. Pearson Canadian International Peacekeeping
Training Centre on the site of a former military base in Clementsport, Nova Scotia. The centre provides


CBC News In Depth: Canada's Military http://www.cbc.ca/news/background/cdnmilitary/worldspeacekeeper.html


1 of 2 5/15/2012 2:22 PM







research, education and training for peacekeepers from Canada and abroad.


At the 50th annual general assembly of the United Nations in 1995, Canada presented a study on the UN’s
rapid reaction capability. The study, Towards a Rapid Reaction Capability for the United Nations, focused how to
improve the UN’s ability to react quickly in times of crisis. So far, 19 of the report’s 26 recommendations have
been adopted.


The Canadian Peacekeeping Service Medal, CPSM, was created to honour the country’s long history of
participation in international peace efforts. Those honoured include veterans, police officers, civilians and
current members of the armed forces who were deployed on peacekeeping or observer missions outside of
Canada for at least 30 days.


The idea for the award came from the UN winning the Peace Prize in 1988, which also inspired the construction
of Canada’s National Peacekeeping Monument in Ottawa.


Reconciliation, which served as the backdrop for the presentation of the first CPSMs in September, shows three
peacekeepers at the intersection of two stone-clad walls that represent opposing factions. The monument is
inscribed with the following words, from a most appropriate source:


“We need action not only to end the fighting but to make the peace… My own government would be glad to
recommend Canadian participation in such a United Nations force, a truly international peace and police force.”
– Lester B. Pearson, November 2, 1956
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IN DEPTH


Canada's Military


Peter McCluskey | Last Updated October 30, 2003


CBC News


The seeds of peacekeeping can be found buried on the battlefields, in the trenches and in the graveyards of
Europe and Asia. The men who fought and lived through two world wars never wanted to see another. They
believed that by putting an end to regional conflicts they could reduce the potential of the world ever being
consumed by war again. They would create a new international body to keep peace in the world and support
social and economic progress.


The newly formed United Nations seemed the perfect place to put
such lofty ideals into practice; an organization founded on the
principle of discussing and mediating ideological and political
differences.


The first United Nations peacekeeping mission was in 1948. Its
objective was to supervise the cease-fire between Israel and her
Arab neighbours after the War of Independence. Monitors were sent
to supervise the truce.


But the first peacekeeping force wasn't established until 1956, a
time filled with fears of another global conflict erupting. And once
again the backdrop was the Middle East.


In the midst of summer, Egyptian President Gamal Abdal Nasser
declared he was nationalizing the Suez Canal, cutting out the Anglo-French company that held controlling
interest in the vital waterway that joins the Mediterranean to the Red Sea.


Nasser told a cheering crowd that the imperialists could "choke on their rage." From that point on, ships
wishing to use the canal would pay a toll and that money would go toward financing the building of the Aswan
High Dam on the Nile.


France and Britain were worried about Nasser's future plans to control such a strategically important waterway.
They were also worried about what amounted to a direct challenge from Egypt to their trading interests. Secret
plans were made for Israel to attack Egypt. France and Britain would send troops to protect the canal.


In October fighting erupted. On one side the Egyptians; on the other, Britain, France and Israel. Once again it
looked as if the major military powers of the world would be drawn into battle. Would the Soviet Union come to
Egypt's aid? Would the United States become involved in order to keep the Suez open? The world braced for
another deadly meeting of the world's military powers.


But it was not to be. A former diplomat, relatively unknown on the
world stage, now Canada's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Lester
B. Pearson, had a proposal. He argued that a force sponsored by the
UN, made up of soldiers from non-combatant countries, could separate
the warring armies and supervise the cease-fire.


The UN General Assembly accepted his proposal, as did the various
belligerents. Canadian General E.M.L. Burns was named commander of
the UN force and peacekeeping was born.


Although the "Suez Crisis" remains a vivid reminder of how seemingly
regional issues can threaten to draw much larger nations into conflict, it
is equally important to applaud the political and diplomatic courage
shown by UN members who agreed on an untried and untested idea --
peacekeeping.


For his vision of a world where countries would enter a conflict in order to bring stability and peace, Lester
Pearson would receive the Nobel Peace Prize.
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Since then Canada has been at the forefront of peacekeeping operations
around the world. Soldiers, police and civilians have all played prominent
roles in separating armies and in the resolution of conflicts in Cyprus, the
Middle East, Haiti, Bosnia, Cambodia, El Salvador and Angola to name a
few. Currently Canadian peacekeepers are serving in 14 operations in
Europe, Asia, Africa, South America and the Middle East.


But Canada's involvement in so many trouble spots has not come without a
price. More than 100 Canadians have been killed while on peacekeeping
duties around the world.


And operations in both Somalia and Rwanda led to a crisis of confidence in
the Canadian military.


Canada's armed forces have undergone dramatic change over the years
since Pearson proposed that first peacekeeping effort in the Middle East.
Canadian soldiers now find themselves more likely to be disarming
combatants than fighting battles.


The job they will most likely face now is protecting civilian populations,
organizing elections and guarding humanitarian convoys. The military has
also set up a Rapid Response Force to fly to the scene of natural disasters.
Its first deployment came in 1998 when Hurricane Mitch ravaged Central
America. Canadian soldiers and medical staff rushed to provide medical and
humanitarian relief.


Arguments exist for the end to UN peacekeeping operations: too costly, too
ineffective, a hindrance to the development of a stable, lasting peace
negotiated by politicians and diplomats. But in the near future it seems
unlikely the UN will abandon what has become its most highly respected
international symbol. The blue helmets of the peacekeepers are likely to
remain as a buffer between the world's warring factions.
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